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Rudolf Kuyten was born in Haarlem, the Netherlands, in 1932 and attended Gordon 
College and Calvin College to study languages in the United States.  Kuyten was ordained in 
1959 after attending Western Theological Seminary.  In 1954, Kuyten married Trina Vander 
Eems.  Vander Eems was born in Haledon, New Jersey, and attended Calvin College to become 
an elementary school teacher.  Rudolf and Trina had four children, one adopted, while in Japan. 
The RCA accepted the Kuytens for missionary work upon his ordainment, assigning them to 
Hokkaido, Japan, in 1959.  The Kuytens began their ministry by founding a pair of coffee shops 
and organizing interest through a variety of community activities.  Over the next twenty years, 
the Kuytens proved successful enough to expand their activities even further.  In 1979, the 
Church of the Twelve Apostles was founded by the members of the coffee shop programs, with 
Kuyten as its first minister.  During his time in Japan, Rudolf became a skilled woodcarver.  His 
carvings of religious themes eventually gained some fame, and several of them are housed in 
museums and universities in Japan.  The Kuytens stayed in Japan and helped to expand the 
activities of the church until 1994, when they retired and returned to the United States.  The 
Kuyten collection consists of letters, photographs, sketches, publications, and video recordings 
pertaining to the lives of Rudy Kuyten and Trina Kuyten.  Materials on the founding and 
management of both the coffee shops and church are present, with a strong focus on the early 
years of each organization.  By 1980, the focus of the collection shifts to Reverend Kuyten’s 
carvings, which are the subject of the majority of the photographs in the collection.   
 
Accession No:  W09-1375 
Provenance:  Rudy and Trina Kuyten 
Donor:   Trina Kuyten Bolt 
Photographs:  401 images (8 negatives) 




 Rudolf Kuyten was born in Haarlem, the Netherlands, in 1932.  He attended Gordon 
College and Calvin College to study languages in the United States.  Kuyten was ordained 1959 
after attending Western Theological Seminary.   
 In 1954, Kuyten married Trina Vander Eems.  Vander Eems was born in Haledon, New 
Jersey, and attended Calvin College to become an elementary school teacher.  Rudolf and Trina 
had four children, one adopted, while in Japan. 
 The RCA accepted the Kuytens for missionary work upon his ordainment, assigning 
them to Hokkaido, Japan, in 1959.  The Kuytens began their ministry by founding a pair of 
coffee shops and organizing interest through a variety of community activities.  Over the next 
twenty years, the Kuytens proved successful enough to expand their activities even further.  In 
1979, the Church of the Twelve Apostles was founded by the members of the coffee shop 
programs, with Kuyten as its first minister.   
 During his time in Japan, Rudolf became a skilled woodcarver.  His carvings of religious 
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themes eventually gained some fame, and several of them are housed in museums and 
universities in Japan.   
 The Kuytens stayed in Japan and helped to expand the activities of the church until 1994, 
when they retired and returned to the United States.  The Kuytens divorced in 1998, and Rudolf 
remarried, soon after, to Irene Fenske.  Rudolf Kuyten died in a car accident in 2007 at the age of 
seventy five.  Trina remarried, as well, and became Trina Bolt. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The Kuyten collection consists of letters, photographs, sketches, publications, and video 
recordings pertaining to the lives of Rudy Kuyten and Trina Kuyten.  Materials on the founding 
and management of both the coffee shops and church are present, with a strong focus on the 
early years of each organization.  By 1980, the focus of the collection shifts to Rudy Kuyten’s 




 Calligraphy Book (Japanese), n.d. 
 Chinese Art (see WTS Oversized Collections Drawer) 
 Clippings, Art Ministry and Coffee Shop, 1966-1991 (2 folders) 
 Coffee Shop and Church Materials, n.d. 1975, 1977 (Japanese) 
 Correspondence 
1961-1994 (2 folders) 
  with the Kuytens, 1965, 1986, 1992, 1994, 1996 
Farewell Letters, 1964 
 Gospel Band, C. J. and Denise Grier, 1999-2003 (4 images) 
 Koinonia Publications, 1967-1969 
 Photographs 
  Congregation, 1989 (15 images)             
  Family and Congregation, n.d., 1970, 1986, 1987, 2002, 2007 (23 images)  
  Woodcarvings, n.d., 1984-1986 (35 images; 4 negatives) 
  Woodcarving Progression, 1990 (20 images) 
 Photo Albums 
Family and Ministry, 1959-1994 (204 images)     
  Korea, n.d. (3 images) 
  Woodcarvings and Family, n.d., 1983-1984 (40 images)  
 Postcards, n.d. 
 RCA Press Releases, 1962-1990 (1 image)  
 Retirement 
1995 
  Post-Retirement Activities, 2005 
 Rudolf Kuyten Memorial Service, 2007 (includes 2 DVDs in English and Japanese) 
 Scrapbook, 1965-1966, 1986 (3 images) 
 Sketches, n.d., 1999 
 Twelve Apostles Church 
Fifteen Year Anniversary, 1994 
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Good Hour Band, n.d. (VHS videotape cassette) 
  Twenty Year Anniversary, 1999 
Woodcarvings, Clippings and Promotional, 1986-1999 
 Photo Album, Woodcarvings, 1985 (53 images; 4 negatives) 
 Print, “Christ the King,” n.d. 
